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Royal Hospital School 1980 
THE SCHOOL PLAY-DOCTOR FAUSTUS 

by Christopher Marlowe. 

The cover of the programme gave an adequate 
resume of this year's School Play: 

"The Tragical History of the Life and Death of 
Doctor Faustus" was first performed - possibly -
in 1592. Marlowe wanted to show the effects of 
over-reaching. Faustus, having convinced himself 
that he is above all learning, decides to make 
himself a god. This he does, paradoxically, by 
invoking the help of Lucifer, the Devil. 

He makes a bargain with Lucifer that, in 
exchange for twenty-four years of voluptuousness, 
the latter may take him, body and soul into Hell. 

Ironically, it is Mephistophilis who warns Faustus 
of the danger of such a bargain, but Faustus 
wishes to teach the Devil's aide "Manly fortitude"! 

Faustus, in fact, achieves nothing. He can 
conjure up spirits for entertainment, and once 
some fruit brought from a far-off land. 

The Devil keeps his bargain in a devilish way, and 
it is no accident that so many of the Devil's spirits 
appear in various guises, nor that Helen is seen 
emerging from Hell. 

Too late, Faustus realises his mistake, but is 
unable to renege his deed of gift, in spite of the Old 
Man's advice and his friends' prayers, and is taken 
off into damnation. 

Jeremy Shackleford took the most demanding role 
of Faustus, and demonstrated his great ability as an 
actor; is spite of making one Master squirm in seat by 
murdering the Latin incantations, he still managed to 
make them so mysterious - and impressive - that the 
remainder of the audience remained fascinated. 

Mephistophilis, played by Michael Anning, 
emerged from Hell, situated at the back of the stage, 
and indicated by a large red lamp, and at once took 
command of the audience. 

Indeed, such was the quality of acting 
demonstrated by all the cast, supported by fine lighting 
effects and menacing drumming, that even the most 
junior boys remained interested - and Faustus is a 
difficult play - and several youngsters saw every 
performance. 

One practical factor, highlighted by this year's 
production, was how much more easily the lighting can 
be controlled from the front of house. Mr. Bennett 
provided two VHF radio transmitters and operators for 
them so that the producer could cue in lighting 
changes, and, indeed, make any slight alterations, 
during the performance and see the effect. Let us hope 
that soon the lighting may be controlled directly from 
the back of the hall! 

R.G. 
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fhere will be one interval. 
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